
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 November, 2015
Between 7.30pm and 8.35pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present
Andrew Robbins – Chair, Cllrs Peter Tully, Brian Corbett, Sally Harris and  Steven Farrell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Duncan Fisher and 42 local parishioners

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Thorpe.

2. Declarations of interest – None were raised. 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – The Chair welcomed Mr Duncan Fisher, owner of the Percy Arms Hotel. Mr 
Fisher provided details of his plans for the Percy Arms. These included a French themed wedding venue 
called Le Petit Chateau. He advised a website has been created that can be found at http://le-petit-
chateau.com and the first wedding has been booked for May 2016. Mr Fisher advised he hoped to have a 
river terrace as well as a terrace attached to main building with retractable roof. An extension is also 
proposed that will be the ‘Chapel’. He confirmed that the pub will open again. There would be 
accommodation and Mr Fisher advised this would include what was formerly known as Chevy Chase. 
Additionally he reported that all windows would be replaced. Mr Fisher then took questions.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk advised he had received no response to his 
emails to NCC for an update but he would continue to chase.   

b) item 5b: Play Area lighting: It was reported that the solar light kit had arrived and it was agreed to plan 
installation.   

c) item 5d: Defibrillator and first aid training: The Chair provided details of the defibrillator ‘handover’ by Stephen 
Carey Fund with photo by Courant. This would be followed by training sessions on 8 and 15 November.    

d) item 5g: Ray Wind Farm: The Clerk provided details of Ray Wind Farm update he had received.   

e) item 8c: School transport issues: The Clerk advised he had not as yet received a response from Mark Cusak on 
this matter. 

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for October 2015: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Invoice from C. Mowatt: It was agreed pay the invoice for £45.00 for the grass cutting of the Millennium 
Green, Play Area and Willow Green.   

c) Review of the Parish Council finances: The Clerk provided an update on the finances. Cllr Farrell asked questions
regarding the grass cutting and it was agreed specific details would be provided at the December meeting. 

d) Purchase of Christmas tree lights: Cllr Tully advised that the same Christmas lights as purchased last year had 
reduced in price to £120. These can be added to the existing lights and it was agreed to purchase these. It was
noted and thanks given to Mr & Mrs Snaith for again agreeing to provide electricity for the lights.

e) Payment of invoice for the latest edition of Rede Valley newsletter: There was agreement to pay the £100.48 invoice. 
It was noted that this payment was met by the funds from advertisements in the newsletter. 

f) Donation request from Otterburn Memorial Hall: After discussion it was agreed to make a donation of £500.00.
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7. Planning 
a) 15NP0042: Construction of 26 new build holiday lodges: Caravan site, Otterburn Hall grounds, Otterburn, NE19 1HE: 
Cllr Corbett agreed to attend the onsite meeting on 5 November with National Park Planning. The Chair 
advised he would look to attend the Planning Committee meeting on 11 November at Eastburn, Hexham.

b) 15NP0080 & 81: Construction of additional timber decking (retrospective) at Lodges 14 and 13, Otterburn Lodge Estate,
Otterburn: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 

c) 15/01269/PREAPP: Proposed birds of prey centre: Land South of Otterburn Mill, Otterburn: There was full 
agreement to support the application. It was also highlighted that the proposed location had not flooded in 
living memory since the flood defences had been put in place. 

d) 15/03489/FUL: Erection of 2 stables and store shed: The Havens, U5006 road to Heatherwick, Otterburn, NE19 
1LY: All Cllrs supported the application. 

The Clerk advised that a further two applications had been received 
15NP0097 Lodge 9, Otterburn Hall, Otterburn, Northumberland, NE19 1HE: This was supported by the Cllrs.
Installation of an emergency generator on a concrete plinth external to the telephone exchange: Otterburn Telephone Exchange, 
NE19 1NT: It was agreed to undertake a more detailed review would be undertaken after the meeting.

8. New Business
a) Christmas Eve Crib service and Carols in Millennium Green: Thanks were expressed to Corrinne Knight who has 
agreed to provide mulled wine, glasses, warmers and gazebo for the Carol service.      

b) Local Parish meeting: There was agreement the Cllrs would advise the Clerk who would attend which meeting

c) Parking on Willow Green grass: It was agreed parking on the grass owned by the Parish Council had not been 
sanctioned. The Clerk was asked to write requesting that this was stopped.  

d) Millennium Green – Cherry trees and moles: There was agreement that the two large cherry trees should be 
reduced significantly in height but so they would be able to grow back. There was discussion regarding the 
other trees but agreement to consider the matter in the spring.  It was agreed to ask Mr Bulloch if he could 
look to remove the moles from Millennium Green.

e) First Responders in Rede Valley: It was agreed to look for volunteers. The Clerk advised that only current First 
Responder in Rede Valley, Damien Weston, was willing to meet with volunteers to provide details of the role.

f) Northumberland Local Plan Core Strategy: Pre-submission draft consultation: The Clerk provided details advising that
feedback needed to be provided by 25 November. 

g) PC Heath: The Clerk advised that he had heard from PC Heath who had been relocated to SE of the 
county. There was concern that it appeared he was not going to be replaced in Rede Valley. Thanks were 
expressed for his support to the community and it was agreed to write to Police HQ about a replacement.

h) CAN Chief Officer – Andy Dean: The Clerk advised Andy Dean would be attending the Elsdon Parish 
Council meeting on 12 November where he would provide details on CAN future plans as well as CANs 
work with Vattenfall and the Ray Wind Farm. All were welcome to attend. 

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council 
The Clerk advised the precept for 2016-17 would need to be considered at December meeting. 

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 1 December, 2015 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.                       Formal meeting closed at 8.20
Surgery – 
Mr Hartshorne advised that there had been very little support from NE Ambulance the last time it had been 
attempted to get First Responders in Rede Valley.  
Mr Pringle provided more detail on the application for the Birds of Prey Centre.
Mr Fisher took further questions regarding the Percy Arms that included proposals for car parking, the pub 
and local employment opportunities.
Meeting closed at 8.40pm
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